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Up to $1200 Landscaping Credit with a 
RiverSmart Homes Stormwater Audit 

 
RiverSmart Homes offers District homeowners financial and 
technical assistance to install green landscaping features such 
as rain barrels, shade trees, pervious pavers, that help reduce 
stormwater runoff.  First, you must sign up for a free 
stormwater audit. Signing up during the colder weather 
months would cut your wait time for an audit in half. Your 
installations would be done in time to enjoy this spring. 
 
Aside from transferring pollutants such as oil and grease from 
roadways and bacteria from pet waste into our rivers, the 
runoff adds an extra burden to our 100+ year old sewers.  Our 
“combined” sewers allow raw sewage to run into our rivers 
during periods of heavy rain.  D.C. Water is mandated to keep 
98% of sewage out of our rivers by 2025.  Green solutions to 
control stormwater runoff are one of the remedies. 
 
RiverSmart Homes program offers free stormwater audits 
followed by co-payments to approved landscaping 
contractors who make improvements. Up to $1200 
 

APPLY ONLINE   ddoe.dc.gov/riversmarthomes 
OR CALL  DDOE at (202) 535-2252 

 
A DDOE inspector will then contact you to schedule an audit 
for your property. It could be up to 3-5 months before you are 
contacted by DDOE, because of the high volume of interest in 
this program. 
 
HOW IT WORKS 
Have a site audit conducted 
A DDOE inspector will come to your home at an appointed 
time, present an informational packet on the RiverSmart 
Homes program to you, and ask for a brief tour of your yard. 
The inspector will then walk your property on their own, taking 
down measurements and notes. You must be present at the 
property during the audit, which takes approximately one hour 
to complete. One to two weeks following the audit, you will 
receive the Inspector’s audit report of your property. 
 
Let DDOE Know What Items from the Audit You Want 
After reviewing the audit, contact your inspector to let them 
know what landscaping you would like to have installed on 
your property. Again, DDOE will cover up to $1,200 per 
household for the total cost of an installation(s). 
 
Have Landscaping Enhancements Installed 
DDOE has partnered with local contractors to work directly 
with you to have your landscape enhancement(s) installed. The 
contractor will contact you to arrange the installation, and will 
collect the appropriate co-payment at the time of installation. 
Only once the work is properly complete will DDOE provide a 
rebate to the contractor to offset the cost of installation. 
 
Once the RiverSmart Homes landscaping enhancements are 
completely installed, a DDOE Inspector will come back to meet 
with you and assess the installations. 

  

 

DC Offering Free Home Radon Test 
Kits for DC Resident Who 

Participate in a Radon Study 
http://ddoe.dc.gov/radon 

or Radon Hotline 202-535-2302 
 

Radon is a naturally occurring, invisible, odorless 
gas that comes from deposits of uranium in soil, 
rock and water. Prolonged exposure to elevated 
levels of radon can be harmful when found in 
homes.  It can be harmlessly dispersed into 
outdoor air. 

 
Radon map, Dupont Circle. Entire map ddoe.dc.gov/node/22322 
 

How does it get into my house? 
Air seeps in from the soil around and under the house, 
and some air is sucked in through openings (cracks, 
doors, windows) on the lower levels. Radon gas enters 
the same way air and other soil gases enter the home; 
through cracks in the foundation floor or walls, hollow-
block walls, and openings around floor drains, pipes and 
sump pumps. 
Where is radon found? 
The primary source of high levels of radon in homes is 
the surrounding soil. Radon has been found in elevated 
levels in homes in every state. The EPA estimates that as 
many as one in 15 homes across the US have elevated 
radon levels.  Radon enters from: 
A. Cracks in concrete slabs  
B. Spaces behind brick veneer walls that rest on 
uncapped hollow-brick foundation  
C. Pores and cracks in concrete blocks  
D. Floor-wall joints  
E. Exposed soil, as in a sump  
F. Weeping (drain) tile, if drained to open sump  
G. Mortar joints  
H. Loose fitting pipe penetrations  
I. Open tops of block walls  
J. Building materials such as some rocks 
K. Water 
What are the health effects of radon? 
Exposure to radon is the second leading cause of cancer 
in the United States.  
How do I find out if my house has too much radon? 
Request a free radon test kit. Testing your home for 
radon is as simple as opening a package, placing a radon 
detector in a designated area, and several days, sealing 
the detector back in the package. Fixing a radon problem 
is usually just a matter of caulking cracks along basement 
foundations, sealing leaks around pipes, and taking other 
steps to prevent radon from entering the house through 
places where it is in contact with the ground. 

 
 

 
As a DCCA member, you are an integral 

part of neighborhood history 
JOIN OR RENEW ONLINE AT DUPONT-CIRCLE.ORG 

 

.Show your Membership Card and Receive 
Discounts of 10%+  

at DCCA Preferred Merchants 

 
Teaism, The Mediterranean Way, G-Star Raw, Beadazzled, 

Caramel, Cocova Fine Chocolate, Trappro, FIT Personal 
Training, Quantum Pilates, Just That Simple, Keegan Theatre, 

Total Party! Washington Studio School, Carlyle Suites 
 

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES 
DO YOU LIKE TO GARDEN? DUPONT OPPORTUNITIES 
DCCA’s Environment Committee cleans up, plants and 
waters many Dupont venues including tree boxes 
throughout Dupont. If gardening and other hard labor 
interests you’re your help would be welcome.   
Contact: Marcy Logan co-chair 202-316-5329 
Robin Diener co-chair robinsdiener@gmail.com 
 

TENANTS ADVOCACY COALITION HOTLINE INTERMISSION 
Due to circumstances beyond their control, i.e., money, the 
TENAC Hotline connection has been suspended for the 
moment. TENAC is working on a less expensive alternative, 
and expect to have it reinstated soon.  The Hotline has been 
an invaluable service to the tenant community in the 
District, answering tens of thousands of tenant inquiries 
and problems over the years. In the interim, 
email: tenacdc@yahoo.com 
D.C. TENANTS’ ADVOCACY COALITION (TENAC) 
REPRESENTING ALL D.C. TENANTS  tenacdc@yahoo.com 
 
FIRST FRIDAY DUPONT 
February 6th, 6-8pm 
FIND WONDERFUL GALLERIES @ FIRSTFRIDAY DUPONT.ORG 
First Friday Dupont is more than just art—it’s your entrance 
to a world of innovation and creativity. A longstanding 
Dupont Circle tradition, First Friday Dupont offers the ability 
to connect with modern and contemporary art by national 
and international artists with a special emphasis on local 
and up and coming artists. Enter the heart of DC’s art scene. 
 
Whether you’re a seasoned collector or searching for that 
one perfect piece to start your art journey, First Friday 
Dupont offers the opportunity to discover new artists and 
meet fellow art enthusiasts. With more than a dozen 
galleries and attractions within walking distance, including 
The Phillips Collection and The Textile Museum, First Friday 
Dupont covers DC’s burgeoning art scene, should your taste 
run to fine art or contemporary.  
 

Editor: Ruth Horn ruthhornrealestate@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Membership Meeting:  

December 7 
Who?  

       DC Chief of Police,  

             Cathy Lanier 
 
Join DCCA and contribute to our unique 

community! 
DCCA at work? A “comfort station” eyesore 

transformed into the quaint Dupont Circle 

Community Center. 

 
Join or renew online at 

www.dupont-circle.org 
$15 Seniors, $25 Individual,$40 Two-Person 

DCCA is a 501(c)3.  Renew before 12/31 

and receive a tax deduction for 2009! 

 

Dupont 

Real 

Estate 

Status # Avg List  

$1000s 

Avg 

Dom 

Single 

Family 

Active 16 $1,760 134 

$1mm+ Contract 5 $1,850 62 

 Sold 

(30days) 

1 $1,650 104 

Single 

Family 

Active  1 $899 196 

$1mm- Contract 1 $822 8 

 Sold 

(30days) 

0   

Condos-

Coops 

Active 27 $636 100 

2br+ Contract 16 $626 108 

 Sold 

(30days) 

12 $636 32 

Condos-

Coops 

Active 13 $357 29 

1br Contract 12 $337 21 

 Sold 

(30days) 

11 $371 15 

 
Are you involved in community efforts you’d like 

DCCA to know about?  Or do you have questions?  

Ask DCCA President Robin Diener.  

RobinDiener@verizon.net 

DUPONT CIRCLE CITIZENS ASSOCIATION     WWW.DUPONT-CIRCLE.ORG  


